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BIQ SNAKES IN BRAZIL.

Anncoiiil.m I'orty Feet I.otttr Which
Can't Ilo Kept nt 11 lllntnncc.

Whntovcr the posslblo dimensions of
tho India nml African bona, thcro enn
bo no doubt, says tho Loudon Spectn-tor- ,

that tho anaconda of llrn7.ll grows
to n slzo which would uinko this Bpo-cl-

ns much tho scourge of tho Drn-zllln- n

forest nnd of tho waterway of
the Amazons as tho shark Is of tropl-r- al

harbors wcro Its ferocity equal
to Its strength nnd astonishing power
of speed, whether on land or In water.
It could kill and probably devour every
creature, Including man, which Is found
In tho Amazon delta. Tho lato Mr.
Bates, In tho elovcu years spent In the
Brazilian forests, saw nnd heard more
of tho habits of tho anaconda than
most travelers, though, lllto other treat
serpents, the Individuals of this spe-
cies aro so llttlo common that tliclr
nppcaranco In nny ono district la too
Infrequent to mnko a special study of
their habits pnrt of tho day's work of
a busy naturalist. Bates' tlrst person.
al experience of tho crcaturo shows
how Impossible It Is to avoid tho
python by tho ordinary means of Isola-
tion sufllclcnt to keep other dangerous
creatures at n distance. Ilo was at
anchor In n largo boat, In deep water,
In tho port of Antonio Mnlaguelta. An
anaconda swam out to tho boat, lifted
Its head from tho water, broko In tho
sldo of a fowl houso on deck, and car-
ried olf a couple of fowl. It was found
that this minko hnd been stealing ducks
and fowl'i from this pnrt of tho river for
months, so n hunt wns organized, miles
of river bank wcro searched, and tho
serpent nt last found sunning Itself In
a muddy creek nnd killed. It wns "not
a largo specimen, only 18 feut 0 Inches
long." But Mr. Bates measured oklns
of anacondas which wero 1!1 feet In
Icneih nnd livn font In elrth. nml hn
adds, "(linn, nun lin tin ilniilit flint thin t

formldnblo serpent grows to an enor-
mous bulk, nnd lives to a great nge, for
I havo heard of specimens having been
killed which measured I'--' feet In length
or doublo tho slzo of tho lnrgcst which
I had tho opportunity of examining."

We must add a correction here. They
wcro doublo tho length; but tho slzo
of theso great reptiles, like that of fish,
Increases enormously with every ad-
dition In longitudinal growth. A nnnko
20 feet lu length would be probably
four times tho weight of 0110 10 feet
long, nnd tho bulk of n nnncouda
would approach that of tho largest
crocodile. Stnco tho publication of
"Tho Naturalist's Voyngo on tho Ama-
zons" an anaconda of 20 feet has been
brought to tho Natural History Muse-
um at South Kensington. A neighbor
of Bates, In Brazil, nearly lost his

son by tho attack of an ana-
conda. Ilo had left the boy In his boat
while ho went to gather fruit, and on
his return found him encircled by the
snake, whoso Jaws tho father seized
and actually toro them asunder.

Victualing nn Old Navy,
Tho unwieldy Armada was beaten

with qulck-drln- g tminll kuiih, mounted
In ships which could bo turned with
cnae. TIioukIi tho men In them wero
(fortunntcly) ca iIors of tho touuheat
breed, their condition hcciiis to havo
been an exceptionally hard one, ns
compared with that of other sailors at
the time. This arose not by reason of
the severity of discipline in tho navy,
but because they wero specially 111 fed.

In tho section of Sir Walter Italch:h'ri
trcatlso "On Victualing," he complains
that It was "very sennt and dishonora-
ble, to tho great slander of tho navy,
to tho dlNcouraKement of nil them that
nre pressed thereunto, nnd to tho hin-
drance of his Majesty's service. Tor
that many times they so (thntiKh the
going was compulsory, by tho wny)
with a great grmlKlug to servo lu Ills
Majesty's nhljis, ns If It wero to bo
slaves In tho pillp.vs, hn much do they
stanu In fear of penury and hungers
tho case being clean contrary In all
merchant ships." Their "duo allow-
ance," ho says, "was very largo and
honorable In his Majesty's ithlps, and
would bo greatly to tho encouragement
nnd strengthening of the mariners and
soldiers that serve lu them If It wero
faithfully distributed nnd
therefoto tho purveyors and vlctualers
aro much to bo condemned, ns not a
llttlo faulty in that behalf, who make
no llttlo prollt of these peelings, which
Is causo very lamentable, that such na
sit lu enso nt homo should rnlso a bene-
fit out of their hunger nnd thirst that
sorve their 1'rlnco nnd country pain-
fully nbrond, whereof thero hath a long
time been great complainings but small
reformation.'

In bis section "Of Bcor Casks," Sir
Walter gives a specimen of tho wny In
which those who fought tho Spanish
Armada wcro treated, so far as their
feeding wns concerned. Ilo says that
much of tho men's bcor wns "over lost
and cast away," becauso "tho vlctual-
ers, for cheapness, will buy stale casks
that havo becu used for herrings, train
oil, tlsh and other such unsavory thluga
nnd thereinto till tho beer that Is pro-
vided for tho King's ships." Resides,
ho ndds, "tho cask is commonly so 111

hooped ns that thcro Is wusto and leak-
ing mado of tho fourth part of the
drink, wore It never so good." Good
Words.

Iliso anil Fall ol' Pegasus,
Unto tho editor's room ho went,

bliss;
with

stairs
"l

strodo
n
An Intervlow, n word or two-- lie

came
down

stairs
llko

IIH1
Syrncuso Tost.

A London Bonaatlon.
London la agitated over tho threat-

ened downfall of a great Institution
which for years has oxcltod tho dally
wonder of travelers. Tho County
Council proposes to abolish tho cab ra-
dius, which oxtends for four miles from
Charing Cross, and to havo but ono
scale of fares for tho whole County of
London,

i

, A I'nllto Judgo,
An Irish Judge had a habit of begging

pardon on every occasion, Ono day, uh
ho was about to leave the bench, tho
oWccr of the court reminded htm Mint
ho had not passnd sentence of death ou
ono of tho criminals, as he had luteud-ed- .

"Dear mot" said his lordship. "I
beg bis pardon brim; him up."

AN ALAMO HERO.

Col. Howie, After Whom tho Howie
.Knlfo Wan Nnnicil.

It Is a safo wager that nlno out of
every cloven boys who nro proficient
In tho tHG of n bowlo knife havo not tho
slightest Idea whero tho Instrument got
Its name.

Col. Howie, of Tov.14 fame, gave tho
knife Its title.

And when ono writes of tho Texas
hero, one must needs think of tho bnttlo
of Alamo, that heroic light of which our
American boys nnd girls seem to think
so little, and half of them know nothing
whatever.

They rend how the bravo soldiers
fought and held tho pass of Thermopy-
lae, but they seldom think of how 'a
mere handful of men defended tho Ala-
mo mission. How they dropped light-
ing on their knees nnd then died fac-
ing tho foe.

if you should go to tho historical city
of San Antonio, In Texas, you will sco
tho old mission building standing with
battered, bullet-pierce- d walls, tt monu-
ment to tho ITS heroes of 'UO. Behind
theso walls tho most Important bnttlo
In tho war between Mexico nnd Texas
wns fought. That wns when Santa
Anna was President nnd tho Toxnus
wero lighting for their Independence.
Hero It wns that Col. Howie ended his
bravo life, dying with his boots on
nnd lighting under tho most tcrrlblo
odds. 'Iho story Is this, nnd ovcry
American child should know It by
heart, that ho may tell It with prldo
when other nations nro talking of their
great deeds:

Ono hundred nnd forty-flv- o men un-
der Captain TravK a young man of 28,
wero holding tho town of San Antonio
ngnlnst General Santa Anna and 4,000
men. They wcro tho only defenders
of tho town nnd were ensconced hi tho
old mission of the Alamo, Davy Crock
ett was also with them nnd Colonel
Howie, who wan wounded nnd stretch-
ed out on his cot. Of artillery they hud
only fourteen pieces.

Snutn Anna demanded surrender, but
tho little garrison held out for ten days,
skirmishing secretly for food nnd wa-
ter, livery shot sent out of tho mission
houso told, but not one of tho Alamo
herocn was hurt. Patience and strength,
howoter, wcro being rapidly exhaust
ed. Some of tho little band wero fall-
ing hick, others wero desperate.

had been appealed for,
but nono had come. Col. Lnmcln with
:IOO men and four pieces of artillery
had started In answer to tho appeal,
but hud put In somewhere for fresh
water nnd food supplies.

At Inst Captain Smith Joined tho ex-

hausted band with thirty-tw- o men.
Three days after, General Santa Anna
censed tho bombarding, nnd taking ad
vantage of this Captain Travis called
his men Into lino nnd frankly owned
that thero was no earthly hope for
them; that ho hnd led them Into this,
thinking that wero on
tho wny. He does not utter ono word
ngutust I.ameln for falling him; ho sim-

ply gives them their choleo of deaths.
They can surrender nnd be shot down,
or be killed lighting out their revenge.
Tho Captain drew a lino nnd said:
"Hvery man who Is determined to re-

main hero and to dlo with mo will como
to mo across that line." Every soldier
but ono crossed nt once. When they
finished Colonel Howlo looked up with
his nrm lu n sling and cried: "Hoys,
don't leave me. Won't somo of you
carry me across?" And tho only back-
ward step they inndo wui to go over
tho line nnd carry the Colonel to tho
young Captain's side. Tho man Hose,
who was n coward, dropped over tho
wall Into a ditch to tell the tale. And
then came tho terrible day.

Santa Anna brought nil his forces to
bear on tho fortress. Tho ncnllng lad-

ders wero ngaln nnd ngnln raised, but
those who placed them were shot down
like grain. Tour thousand men charg-
ing Into 17." seemed easy enough, but It
soon reduced the 1,000. At last num-
bers conquered and tho Mexicans
climbed over Into tho Alamo. Tho
llttlii band of defenders wero trampled
on and beaten, but they dropped to
their knees and hacked and shot and
pierced until tho pllo of tho dead was
awful. Colonel Howie, too weak to
rise from his cot, leans on his well el-

bow nnd marks his man every tlmo ho
pulls the trigger. Cut, bleeding, he
continues to kill until tho pistol drops
and tho breath leaves his body. Davy
Crockett, standing In n corner, fights
llko 1 panther, nnd tho young Captain,
backed against tho wall, surrender!
only when run though and though.

Tho grent battlo Is over. Tho Mexi-

cans havo won. Out of tho ITS Texnna
nro 172 dead. No Spartans wero braver
or moro tcuacloiu, for they killed 522
of their enemies nnd wounded COO

more. Tcxro, though, wns finally freed,
nnd whenever great deeds thrill young
boys' hearts they should think of that
splendid pleco of American daring and
say, as Houston said to his men, "Uo-memb-

the Alamo." St. Louis Hepub-Ilc- .

Impudent Llttlo Itnuonl.
Impudence hocms to be tho lending

characteristic with tho weasel In his
relations with num. 1'erhnps the creiu
turn lms coulldcnco that his long, slen-

der body can nlways bo Himtchud nwny
Into safety before tho ordinary huiunu
being can do him harm. At nny rate,
tho weasel will coolly sit In tho chink
of a stouo wall and watch tho doings
of men within n stono's throw of his
asylum, and nt'ter nightfall tho boast
will crawl about fearlessly within a
yard or tivn of any human bolng that
may approach Its haunts.

Artificial Cotton.
An artificial cotton, suld to bo much

cheaper tunti tho natural, Is reported
from Franco. It Is mado from tho
wood of tho pine, spruco or larch, which
is dcllbrntod aud then disintegrated
and bleached with a hot solution of

of soda nnd chlorlilo of
llmo. tflie resulting puro celluloso la
treated-- with chloride of zluc, castor oil
and gelatine, and tho pasto Is passed
through u perforated! plate. This gives
a thread, which Is woven luto a prcscu-tabl- e

fabric.

Yet Hho GlnmoiM for HiitTragc.
"I am sure Jac'c will get tho letter la

time," said one pretty girl to another,
ns they stood at tho stamp window.
"Uo always goes to tho postotllco In ilu
oveulng, aud you see 1'vo put a special
delivery stamp ou It."
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GOV. RICH IN A PULPIT.

MIclilunit'H Kxeeiitlvc'H IiIciim Upon
"A.llfil ChrlMtlntilt)-- In Politic.
At tho Lansing (Mich.) Universalis!

Church recently, (lov. lllch iIIkcussimI
"Applied Christianity." It was declnrod
to be tho duty of every good citizen not
only to attend caucuses and vote nt tho
polls, but to use his lutluenco In favor
of good government nnd the enforce-
ment of tho laws. A law, in the opinion
of tho Governor, should cither bo en-

forced or repealed. It was also de-

clared to bo the duty of every clllz.Mi
to openly nnd publicly ncoiimgo olll-eei-

In the discharge of their olllclal di.
tlc:. After a citizen has done all lu his
power to select u proper man for otllcv,
ho Is as much obliged to nciiulesco In
the result, whatever It may be, us hu Is
to aid in tho choice.

As those who posses. tho most of this
world's goods nro required to contrib-
ute most from their substance, so may
they who, by reason of natural ability
or education, nro able to accomplish
the most good, be reiiulred to make the
largest contribution of clTort nnd lullit-enc-

The Coventor maintained that
the college professor or president owes'
moro to society than the mail who has
nono of the advantage they havo en-

joyed.
tlov. ltlch maintained that any per-so- il

who lu nny unfair or Improper
manner attempts to lutluenco voters, or
who, upon any pretext whatever, mahes
an Incorrect canvass of votes cast at
nn election, Is morally us much guilty
of treason as lie who gives aid aud com-

fort to the public enemy. Thero Is
something wrong lu public sentiment,
he declared, when men who aro the

of honor lu nny IiusIiuvh
transaction will do or permit to be done
In politics that, which under tho very
laws which give them tho protection
of every light they hold dear, Is u

and lu many eases a felony.
Attention was called to the fact that It
Is dltllcult to convict anyone of what Is
popularly known as a political offense,
ulthough these olVeuses strike at nnd
undermine tho very foundations of the
lioveruiueut.

Tho voter Is sometimes met with tho
alternative of voting for the principles
represented by u man personally ob-

jectionable, while tho opposing candi-
date, although personally unobjectiona-
ble, represents principles antagonistic
to his views. In such cases uo rule of
action can bo laid down, but that encli
Individual must decide what his duty
Is for himself. It was advocated that
even lu a campaign only respectful lan-
guage should be used, nml when tho
election Is determined tho successful
candidate Is entitled to tho loyal sup-
port of nil good citizens. To speak dis-
respectfully of tho President of tho
United States is to speak disrespectful-
ly of tho country nnd tho tlovernment,
and the tendency is to create disrespect
for nil law.

In conclusion the Governor said that
everything possible should bo done to
Improve the condition of those who
must labor for their living. They
should be permitted to organize in

with law, and If labor organi-
sations demand things Impracticable
or unwlho they should be met by fa'r
argument and convinced that all is
done for them that Is possible. No
man should surrender to nny organiza-
tion his rights and obligations us a cit-
izen.

Tho government of somo orgnnh'.i-tlon- s

was declared to bo more tyr-
annical than any people will long sub-
mit to. With labor organizations au-
thorized by law nnd given u standing
lu court, aud tho elective franchise

man has means lu his own
hands for the redress of Injustice on
tho part of tho Government.

Hall- - Powdered with Illainoiul Dust.
A peculiar modo of hair dressing (s

lu vogue among tho Indies of certain
wealthy 'uwish families, The coln'urj
Is dreased very high mid liberally pow-
dered with diamond dust. At n dinner
party given recoutly by a bunker three
ladles had their hair treated In this
manner. The white powder had turned
their hair, naturally black, to u grayish
white, forming a striking contrast with
their youthful features and black eyes.
To complete tho resemblance to the
fashion of other days each lady had a
specie of black court plaster ou her fine,

Now York Sun.

If misery loves company, wo will all
. at least havo ono thins wo lovo lu hell.
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MAXIM'S FLYING MACHINE.

It Hum ltccn (liven Km First I'libllc
Inhibition In Kimliuiil.

Hiram S. Maxim's llylng-mnchln- o

made Its first public appearance In
ICtiglaud toccutly, when It wns exhib-
ited at llaldwyn's Turk, Kexley, In aid
of the funds of the llcxley Cottago

maxim s ri.vixn maciiim:.
Hospital. Mr. Maxim's experiment
havo been so far perfected ou the basis
of his observation that while small .

birds, such us sparrows, nro able to
move lu nny direction through tho ulr.
It Is ipilte Impossible for very largo
birds, such ns the condor nnd somo
other forms of vultures, to rise lu tho
ulr lu a vertical direction. To use Mt
Maxim's own words, these latter "can
only rise by Inking n long run, nml
then, springing into the ulr, work their
wings very vigorously for n short time,
nnd raise themselves lu the air nt nn
Incline." "In studying the question oC
u llylug-machlue,- " Mr. Maxim, "I
came to tho conclusion that It would
havo to raise Itself after the manner of
tho largo birds; (hat Is, it would havo
to run along the earth until u certain
t.peed was nttalued, ami then, ns Its
halls or aeroplanes wero forced forward
on the ulr, tho weight ou the ground
would become less aud lens, until tho
velocity would bo grent enough to rnlso
It completely oft' tho earth, and, llko tho
condor, it would run up an Incline In-

stead of directly up as tho sparrow In
able to do." The inachluo as It ap-
peared, standing ou u short railway of
very wide gunge, presented a curious
spectacle, says the Westminster
Ituilgcr.

On tho platform which stood on tho
raIN was a peculiarly formed steam
engine, nnd from tho platform sprang
a series of what looked llko very thick
wires, reaching up to aud supporting
tho grent aeroplane which covered tho
whole llko nn awning, while midway
appeared two huge propellers, tho rapid
rotation of which furnished tho motive
power of the machine. When Mr.
Maxim wns ready to begin tho perform-
ance the propellers wero sot In motlou.
rapidly generntlng a powerful current
of tilt-- ; nnd on tho machine being "let
go" It scudded along tho track nt a
great rate but without quitting tho
ground. Precautions Indeed wero
taken to prevent tho machlno from lin-
ing In nny degree Its proper purpose,
though It wns not fitted with Its full
Hying rig, which Includes, lu addition
to tho central aeroplane, n pair of
"wings" on each side nnd smaller aero-
planes before nnd uft. So, tor the pres-
ent, wo must perforce be content with
Mr. Maxim's declaration that his ma-
chlno will tly If it In allowed to, though
ho admits that ho has yet to solve Iho
piobleta of controlling it when It Is
once off the ground.

Where Woman Is lloss,
A woman's paradise exists lu tho In-

dian Ocean. The tiny Island of Mini-co-

mldwny between the Maldlvo and
Lacadlvo groups, Is entirely under feiu-Initi- o

rule, (he men humbly taking Urn
second place on every occasion. Tho
woman Is the head both of the Govern-
ment nud tho home, and when Mm mar-
ries hei husband takes her name nnd
hands over nil his earnings throughout
his married life. Sill; gowns are the
universal wear, the upper classes don-
ning red silk and earrings, while tho
lower ten appear In dark striped silk of
coarser quality.

Jutt th Thing.

Tbti la am aiprttiloa th. travallst patUa
lener!'- - n when tb.y flud lomttblnf imstlr what th. want Tnla .xprtMloa
appltei direc'y to tb. Wlioonita Oontnl
Llue. wfalcb la now admitted b all to b
'TSit houto" from Cbloano to fit Pant, Ulna,
poll, Aatiland, Ouluth and all point Id th

Northweit. Ttielr Uunble dally trata atrvta
and tin equipment offer ladaoamaat wtatok
OM-n- be enrpaaeea.

Tbla L the only tin. runnlu both throasfc
Pullman Mrat-ola- a and tourt.t aleepar froaa
Obtcaico to Paotfio Ooatt Folate wltaoai
banc.
Vet (all Information addiea roat' near
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